b - backfir|e

Pronouncing the letter B

boy /ba1/
grab /grab/
In addition

doubt
subtle

/daut/
/'sat.2l/

The consonant b is most often realised as /b/,e.q.:

b can bessilent, or have a zero realisation. There are two
combinations in which this can occur:bt and mb.

btis either word medial or word final,e.g.:

@ /'sat.2l/

Words containing mb in which b is silent have the mb in word
final position, except where an inflection is added, e.g.:

bomb  /bpm/
bombing /'bom.iy/

However, the appearance of bt and mb does not necessarily
indicate a silent b. In the case of mb, the b is pronounced
ifit occurs inside a morpheme or unit of meaning.Compare:

number = comparative of numb

subtract /sab'treekt/

subtle  /'sat.2l/

number = arithmetical value

For bt,the b is not silent if part of a prefix. Compare:

©9 /ba:m/
© /'ba:.miy/

/"nam.bar/
©9 /nam.ba/

/nam.ar/
©9 /nam.o/

@ /'sat2l/

b (B) bi: -’s -z

B2B bi:.to'bi: @ -te-

B2C bir.ta'sit @ -to-

baber-s -z

BA Dbi:'er

baaba:@ba,ba:-s-z-ing-1y-ed-d

Baader-Meinhof ba:.do'main.hof
@ -da*'main.ha:f, -houf

Baal 'bei.?lJewish pronunciation:ba:l

BAAL ba:l

baa-lamb 'ba:.lem@ 'ba:-, 'be--s-z

Baalim 'ber.°l.im Jewish
pronunciation: 'ba:.lim

baas master: ba:s -es -1z

baas (from baa) ba:z @ bzz, ba:z

baaskaap 'ba:s.kaep @ -ka:p

Ba’ath ba:0 @ ba:0, ba0 -ist/s -1st/s

Bab ba:b

baba 'ba:.ba:, -bo-s -z

Babar 'ba:.ba:" @ ba'bair; 'baeb.ar,
'baz.bair

Babbage 'bab.1d3

babbit (B) 'bab.1t -s -s

babbl|e 'bab.?l -es -z -ing -17,
'baeb.liy -ed -d -er/s -0'/z, '-15"/z
@ '-?l.3v/z, '-l2v/z -ement/s -mant/s

Babcock 'bab.knk @ -ka:k

babe beib -s -z

babel (B) 'ber.b?l @ 'ber-, 'bab.?l
-s-z

Babington 'bab.ip.ton

Bablism 'ba:.bl1.z°m -ist/s -1st/s
-ite -art

Babi Yar ba:.bi'jar' @ -'jair stress
shift: Babi Yar 'massacre

babka 'ba:b.ka -s -z

baboo (B) 'ba:.bu: -s -z

baboon ba'buin @ bab'uin, ba'buin
-§-Z

babooner|y ba'bu:.n’rl.i, beb'u:-
-ies -iz

Babs babz

babu (B) 'ba:.bu: -s -z

babushka bab'u:f.ko, ba'bu:f-,
-'buf--s-z

bably (B) 'ber.bli-ies-iz-ying-i.ip
-ied-id 'baby ,boom; 'baby boomer;
.baby 'grand; 'baby talk; 'baby
carriage;throwthe babyoutwith
the'bathwater

Babycham® 'ber.br.[&m

Babygro®'ber.bi.grov @-grouv-s-z

babyhood 'ber.bi.hud

babyish 'ber.bi.if -ly -li -ness -nos,
-nis

Babylon 'bab.1.lpn, -3-, -lon @ -la:n

Babylonila beb.1'lou.nil.o, -0'-
@ -'lou- -an/s -an/z

baby|sit 'ber.bil.s1t -sitter/s
-SIt.9"/Z @ -,s1t.2/z -sits -sits
-sitting - sit.1p @ -,s1t.1p -sat -sat

Bacall ba'ko:l @ -'kozl, -'ka:l

Bacardi® bo'ka:.di ® -'ka:r- -s -z

baccalaureate bak.o'low.ri.ot, -1t
@ -'loir.i-, -1t -s -8

baccarat 'bak.s.ra:, --'-
@ bak.o'rar, barka'-, '---

Bacchae 'bzk.i:

bacchanal 'bak.s.n°l; bek.o'nel
@ bak.o'nel -s -z

bacchanalila bzk.o'nerlil.o ® -jo
-an/s -on/z

bacchant 'bak.ant -s -s

bacchante ba'kan.ti, ba'kaent
@ -'keent; -'keen.ti, -'kain- -s -z, -s

bacchic 'bek.1k

Bacchus 'bak.os @ 'bak.os, 'bai.kos

Bacchylides bek'1l.1.di:z, ba'kil-

baccy 'bek.i

Bach German composer: ba:k as if
German: ba:x @ ba:k English
surname: beit, baet [

bach Welsh term of address: ba:k as if
Welsh: ba:x @ ba:k

Bacharach 'bak.a.rek

Bache bert[

bachelor(B)'bat[.?l.0", -1.lo"@-°l.2
-s-z-hood-hud-ship-[1p Bachelor

of'Arts; Bachelorof'Science;
'‘bachelor girl

baciliform ba'sil.1.form, bas'il-
@ ba'sil.a.forrm

bacillary ba'sil. r.i, bas'il- @ ba'sil-

bacill|us ba'sil.les, bas'1l- @ ba'sil-
-i-ar, it

back (B)bxk-s-s-ing-iy-ed-t 'Back
\Bay; back 'door stressshift: back
door'deal ,back'garden; back of
be'yond; back 'seat; backseat
'driver; 'back talk; back'yard
stressshift: backyard'special have
one’s back tothe'wall; put
someone’s 'backup; turnone’s
'back onsomeone/something

backache 'bzk.eik -s -s

backbeat 'bak.bi:t

backbench bazk'bent|[ -es -1z stress
shift: backbench 'speaker

backbencher bak'ben.t[or @ -t o
-s -z stress shift: backbencher 'vote

backbi|ting 'bak,bail.tip @ -tin
-ter/s -to'/z @ -ta+/z

backboard 'bak.bo:d @ -boird -s -z

backbone 'bxk.boun @ -boun -s -z

backbreaker 'bak,brer.ko" @ -ka
-S-Z

backbreaking 'bak, brer.kip -ly -li

backchat 'bzk.t [zt

back|cloth 'bzk|.klpd @-kla:0
-cloths-kIp0Os, -kIpdz @-kla:0s,
-kla:0z

backcomb 'bak.kouvm, ,-'-
@ 'baek.koum -s -z -ing -1y -ed -d

back|date bakl'dert @ 'bakl.dert
-dates -'deits @ -deits -dating
-'der.tin @ -der.tiy -dated -'der.tid
@ -der.t1d stress shift: backdated
‘cheque

backdrop 'bek.drop @ -dra:p -s -s

backer 'bek.o" ® - -s -z

backfield 'bak.fi:ld

backfill 'bek.fil -s -z -ing -1y -ed -d

backfir|e bzk'farar, '--@ bak'farer,
'---es-z-ing-1p-ed-d
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