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36 Tall Ships

This programme corresponds to Module 5 of Messages 4. The topic, 

however, ties in with the theme of Exercise 2: It must be great! (Unit 11.2).

Grammar: want/ask/tell someone to do something (Unit 9.2)

Vocabulary/Expressions: requests and responses (Unit 9.2)

Functional language: making requests and asking people to do somethingFo
cu

s

In addition to more general forms of transport, encourage students to
talk about different ships – fishing boats, pirate ships, ferries, or even
leisure yachts. The vocabulary needed is given in the first exercise. Note
that Tom mentions that it is a ‘square rig’ ship, which is one of many
types of ‘tall ships’ – sailing ships with tall masts and rigging. 

1 What is Jo’s tall ship called?

The word puzzle can be used at any time. It can serve as a vocabulary
preparation exercise, perhaps involving dictionaries, as an activity to
complete before the lesson. It can be a homework activity, and the
class has to make up a similar puzzle with other words; or it can just
be for fun. We see the words PRINCE WILLIAM painted on the side
of the ship when Jo first arrives. 

2 Who says it?

This exercise has two main purposes. It introduces the main
characters; and it shows the students the key vocabulary in the
context of the video. 

3 Putting on the harness

This exercise focuses on phrasal verbs. This exercise can be skipped
during first viewings of the video, and used at a later stage to show
grammatical structures in context: see also links with Exercise 3, 
Unit 7.3.

4 Who enjoys doing what?

The language focus is on different ways of expressing what people
enjoy doing. Sentences a, b, c and d give the basic pattern: I enjoy +
-ing. The whole class should be able to use this pattern as a model. 

While you watch

Before you watch
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37Teacher’s notes 8

Key

1 What is Jo’s tall ship called?
Jo’s tall ship is called PRINCE WILLIAM.

See Exercises 3 and 4, Unit 9.3, for revision. Sentences e, f, g and h
show different structures being used to express similar ideas. Students
should be encouraged to adapt these modes once the basic pattern
has been learned.

The key sentences in the exercise offer extra practice in
pronunciation of /ŋ/: see Exercise 5, Unit 9.3.

Encourage students to think of occasions when they have worked in a
team. Ask them to reflect on the other programmes they have watched.
Can they remember any other examples of teamwork (astronauts, 
Stop Stansted Expansion campaign, Notting Hill, etc)? How did the
people work in a team?

After you watch
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2 Who says it?
1 Tom 2 Jane 3 Chas 4 Tom 5 Chas 6 Jane

3 Putting on the harness
1 go up 2 put on 3 fall off 4 clipped on 

4 Who enjoys doing what?
1 c, g 2 a, f 3 b, d 4 e, h
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