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Introduction to Cambridge Histories Online
In November 1902, the fi rst volume of The Cambridge Modern History was published. It was 
reprinted within a month and established the genre of collaborative scholarly reference uniquely 
associated with Cambridge. The original twelve volumes of the Cambridge Modern History 
were swiftly followed by the Cambridge History of English Literature, the Cambridge Medieval 
History, the Cambridge Ancient History and the Histories of India and the British Empire. A 
further wave of commissioning from the 1950s to the 1980s initiated the Cambridge Histories of 
China, Japan, Africa, Latin America, Islam, Iran, various Cambridge Economic Histories, and the 
revision and renewal of some of the original Histories. During the last decade further expansion 
has taken place, with Cambridge Histories of Political Thought, of Literature and of Philosophy 
all coming to fruition. 

Overview
Cambridge Histories Online is a unique online historical reference compendium. 

Cambridge Histories Online will bring the world renowned Cambridge Histories texts to life, 
adding immense value to the collections and enhancing any aspect of research. This vast collection 
of leading scholarly content covers a diverse range of topics, guaranteeing access to the most 
authoritative thinking and research and making this comprehensive compendium of the past a key 
resource of the future.

Functionality
Cambridge Histories Online includes a comprehensive functionality set, enabling easy 
access to content and allowing you to benefi t from the product in your research.

Search and browse content (basic & advanced search and a content specifi c browse) ➤

Personalisation including saved & most recent searches, workspaces and bookmarks ➤

Citation export funtionality ➤

Comprehensive librarian support resources including COUNTER compliant usage  ➤

statistics, library branding, MARC records and title lists

User display control features including switchable hit term highlighting, pagination  ➤

of results and the ability to control the number of hits per page

Extensive bibliographic reference functionality: fully referenced content with all  ➤

references displayed, OpenURL compliant and linked online through CrossRef

Content
Cambridge Histories Online contains over 250 volumes of unrivalled scholarship published since 1960. 
The Cambridge Histories are generally split down into two ‘types’: Histories devoted mainly to political 
and economic history for example The Cambridge History of China; and Histories devoted to subjects 
for example The Cambridge History of Renaissance Political Thought. Cambridge Histories Online 
groups all the available volumes into subject areas for enhanced browsing. 

New Cambridge Histories titles will be added to the collection on publication.
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