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BEGINNING ESL LITERACY (BL) 

 
LISTENING Ventures Basic 

BL.L1 Identify English alphabet letter names Welcome 

BL.L2 Identify cardinal numbers 0-100 Welcome (until 20) 
Unit 6, Lessons A - F 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C 

BL.L3 Demonstrate understanding of basic greetings and polite 
expressions (e.g., Good morning. How are you? Thank you.) 

Unit 2, Lesson C 
Unit 4, Lesson C 
Unit 5, Lesson C 

BL.L4 Demonstrate understanding of requests for basic personal 
Information (e.g., What’s your name? What’s your address?) 

Unit 1, Lesson B, Project 
Unit 3, Lesson C 

BL.L5 Follow simple oral classroom instructions (e.g., Repeat, 
Copy, Listen) 

Welcome 

BL.L6 Demonstrate understanding of basic life skills vocabulary 
(e.g., family, days, months, time, money) 

Unit I, Lessons A, B, C, D, Project 
Unit 2, Lessons A, B, C, D 
Units 1&2, Review 
Unit 3, Lessons A, B, C, F, Project 
Unit 4, Lessons A, B, C, D, F 
Units 3&4, Review 
Unit 5, Lessons A – F 
Unit 6, Lessons A, B, C, D 
Units 5&6, Review 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C, D, F 
Unit 8, Lessons B, C, D, F 
Units 7&8, Review 
Unit 9, Lessons B, C, D, F, Project 
Unit 10, Lessons B, C, D, F 
Units 9&10, Review 

 
 
SPEAKING Ventures Basic 

BL.S1 Name the letters of the English alphabet Welcome 

BL.S2 Use cardinal numbers 0-100 Welcome (until 20) 
Unit 6, Lessons A - F 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C 

BL.S3 Use basic greetings and polite expressions 
(e.g., Good morning. How are you? Thank you.) 

Unit 2, Lesson C 
Unit 4, Lesson C 
Unit 5, Lesson C 

BL.S4 Respond to questions about basic personal information 
(e.g., What’s your name? What’s your address?) 

Unit 1, Lesson B 
Unit 3, Lesson C 

BL.S5 Say money amounts Unit 7, Lessons B, C 
BL.S6 Ask for and give the time (e.g., What time is it? It’s 10:30.) Unit 6, Lessons A, B, C, D, F 

Units 5&6, Review 

BL.S7 Express lack of understanding (e.g., I don’t understand.) Unit 2, Lesson C 

BL.S8 Ask and respond to simple questions using basic life skills 
vocabulary (e.g., family, days, months, time, money) 

Unit I, Lessons A, B, C, D, Project 
Unit 2, Lessons A, B, C, D 
Units 1&2, Review 
Unit 3, Lessons A, B, C, F, Project  
Unit 4, Lessons A, B, C, D, F 
Units 3&4, Review 
Unit 5, Lessons A – F 
Unit 6, Lessons A, B, C, D 
Units 5&6, Review 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C, D, F 
Unit 8, Lessons B, C, D, F 
Units 7&8, Review 
Unit 9, Lessons B, C, D, F, Project 
Unit 10, Lessons B, C, D, F 
Units 9&10, Review 

 
 
READING Ventures Basic 

BL.R1 Identify the letters of the English alphabet* (both upper and Welcome  
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lower case) 

BL.R2 Identify cardinal numbers 0-100 in a variety of contexts 
(e.g., prices, dates, personal information) 

Welcome (until 20) 
Unit 1, Lesson F 
Unit 2, Lesson F 
Unit 6, Lessons A- F 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C, D, F 

BL.R3 Recognize the relationship between letters and their 
sounds when reading familiar words 

Units 1- 10, Lesson D 

BL.R4 Recognize simple personal information words (e.g., first, 
last, address) 

Unit 1, Lessons A – F, Project 

BL.R5 Recognize simple signs related to basic needs (e.g., Men, 
Women, Exit) 

Welcome 
Unit 4, Lesson A 
Unit 5, Lessons A, B 
Unit 6, Lesson A 
Unit 7, Lesson A 
Unit 8, Lesson A 

BL.R6 Read simple classroom instructions (e.g., Copy, Circle, 
Match) 

Units 1-10, Lessons A – F, Project 

BL.R7 Read short sentences of previously learned vocabulary Units 1- 10, Lessons D, E, F, Project 
Units 1&2, Review 
Units 3&4, Review 
Units 5&6, Review 
Units 7&8, Review 
Units 9&10, Review 

BL.R8 Interpret simple symbols (e.g., $, ¢, #) Unit 5, Lesson F 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C, D, F 
Units 7&8, Review 
Unit 10, Lesson F 

BL.R9 Read analog and digital clock times Unit 6, Lessons A, F (digital only) 
Ventures 1, Unit 6, Lesson A (analog and digital) 

 
 
WRITING Ventures Basic 

BL.W1 Print upper and lower case letters* Welcome (lower case only) 
Unit 1, Lessons B, D, E, Project 
Unit 2, Lessons B, C, E, Project 
Units 1&2, Review  
Unit 3, Lessons B, C, D, E, F, Project 
Unit 4, Lessons B, C, E, F, Project 
Units 3&4, Review 
Unit 5, Lessons B, C, D, E, Project 
Unit 6, Lessons B, C, D, E, F, Project 
Units 5&6, Review 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C, D, E, F, Project 
Unit 8, Lessons B, C, D, E, Project 
Units 7&8, Review 
Unit 9, Lessons B, C, E, F, Project 
Unit 10, Lessons B, C, E, Project 
Units 9&10, Review 

BL.W2 Write cardinal numbers 0-100 in a variety of contexts 
(e.g., dates, times, money amounts) 

Welcome (until 20) 
Unit 1, Lesson E, Project 
Unit 2, Project 
Unit 4, Project 
Unit 6, Lessons B, C, D, E, F, Project 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C, Project 
Unit 8, Project 
Unit 10, Project 

BL.W3 Write simple personal information (e.g., first and last 
name, address, birthdate) 

Unit 1, Lessons C, D, E, Project 
Unit 3, Lesson E 
Unit 8, Lesson E 

BL.W4 Copy simple familiar words, phrases, and sentences Unit 1, Lessons B, D, E 
Unit 2, Lessons B, C, E, Project 
Units 1&2, Review  
Unit 3, Lessons B, C, D, E, F 
Unit 4, Lessons B, C, E, Project 
Units 3&4, Review 
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Unit 5, Lessons B, C, D, E 
Unit 6, Lessons B, C, D, E, Project 
Units 5&6, Review 
Unit 7, Lessons B, C, D, E, F, Project 
Unit 8, Lessons B, C, D, E, Project 
Units 7&8, Review 
Unit 9, Lessons B, C, E, F 
Unit 10, Lessons B, C, E, Project 
Units 9&10, Review 

 
 
 
 
 


